
ATTACHMENT 9 
 
Development Services Department-2003 Fee Proposal 
Other Recommendations 
 
Attached please find letters of support the Development Services Department has received from the 
following organizations regarding the 2003 fee proposal.  Some of the letters of support include caveats 
along with their support, which will be elaborated on in the presentation at City Council.  The issues of 
concern are generally summarized below into three major categories; accountability, affordable/infill 
housing expedite fee; outsourcing, training,  
 
C Building Industry Association  

On February 21, 2003 the Building Industry Association Metropolitan Legislative Committee 
voted to support the 2003 fee proposal subject to conditions relating to performance measures 
improvement, outlined in their attached letter dated March 17, 2003. 

 
C Community Planners Committee  

On February 25, 2003 the Community Planner Committee voted 21-0-0 (unanimously from the 
members present) to support the 2003 fee proposal. 
 

C American Institute of Architects (AIA) 
The AIA submitted a letter dated March 12, 2003 in support of the 2003 fee proposal.  In the 
letter the AIA references the accomplishments of the AIA and the Land Use and Housing, 
Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) and encourages the continued use of the TAC as a 
sounding board for service and process enhancements within the Development Services 
Department. 

 
C San Diego Regional Chamber of Commerce (SDRCC) - Public Policy Committee 

On March 12, 2003 the SDRCC Public Policy Committee voted to support the proposed 
2003 fee proposal subject to requests for increased accountability of performance measures.  
The public policy committee expressed concerns about the payment source of the optional fee 
for affordable housing projects. 

 
C San Diego Fire Protection Association 

On February 11, 2003 the San Diego Fire Protection Association members voted unanimously 
to endorse the 2003 fee proposal in its entirety. 

 
C Development Services Department Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) of the Land 

Use and Housing Committee 
On March 12, 2003 the TAC voted unanimously to support the 2003 fee proposal.  The TAC 
requested quarterly updates on the department’s performance measures and will continue to 
work with the Department on improvements to the development review process.  The members 
of the TAC noted concerns about the payment source of the optional fee for affordable housing 
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projects. 
 
 
 
 
C Encanto Neighborhoods Community Planning Group 

Derryl Williams, Chairman of the Encanto Neighborhoods Community Planning Group, former 
member of the Select Committee on Government Efficiency and Fiscal Reform submitted a 
letter dated March 13, 2003 in support of the 2003 fee proposal.   

 
C California Sign Association 

Peggy Thomas, Executive Director of the California Sign Association submitted a letter dated 
March 11, 2003 in support of the proposed sign permit fee schedule. 

 
C Structural Engineers Association of San Diego (SEAOSD) 

Chuck Mendenhall, President of the SEAOSD submitted a letter dated March 10, 2003 stating 
no objections to the 2003 fee proposal. 

 
C American Society of Landscape Architects (ASLA) 

At the Executive Board meeting on March 18, 2003, the Board unanimously voted to endorse 
the 2003 fee proposal. 

 
C San Diego regional Chamber of Commerce (SEAOSD) 

Eugene, Mitchell, Vice President of Public Policy and Communications submitted a letter dated 
March 18, 2003 supporting the 2003 fee proposal subject to conditions summarized below.



 
SUMMARY 
The following is a summary of the conditions we have received in all of the responses to date from 
various organizations listed above.  
 
These are: 
1) Accountability:  In general there is support for getting the department the resources and the staffing 
it needs to meet its performance measures.  In return, there is an expectation that the department clearly 
demonstrate it commitment to meeting stated performance goals.  Staff concurs with these concerns and 
is working with the TAC to Develop and monitor performance standards for the department on a 
quarterly basis.  The TAC will report back to LU&H on the progress of this effort progress.   
Additionally, the BIA has requested that senior management involvement occur on all discretionary 
projects after the third review cycle.  Staff concurs with this recommendation. 
 
2) Affordable Housing/Infill Expedite team Optional fee: There was a concern raised by the BIA, 
the TAC, as well as the San Diego Regional Chamber of Commerce with respect to the optional fee.  
Currently the fee is set at $500 per dwelling unit.  These organizations feel that while the fee is 
appropriate, they are concerned that it is a burden upon the customer providing affordable housing. 
 
3) Increase outsourcing: The San Diego Regional Chamber of Commerce recommended that the 
Department look at increasing its use of outside contracts for plan checks.  The Department currently 
uses outsourcing to address workload peaks and will continue to use this practice, but is not looking to 
expand it.  Additionally, the Department is looking at expanding the use of self-certification programs.  
 
4) Training:  The San Diego Regional Chamber of Commerce recommended that the Department look 
at increasing its training sessions between staff and industry professionals.  The Chamber felt that there 
are additional opportunities to create a partnership between the department and private industry.  The 
Department concurs with this recommendation.  
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Development Services Department  
Outreach Conducted for 2003 Fee Proposal 
 
1) The parties listed below received a packet from Development Services Department Director Tina 
Christiansen. The packet included a letter (attached) providing information about the fee proposal, the 
time and date of the Land Use and Housing Committee meeting, contact information for additional 
questions, and a copy of City Manager=s Report No. 03-040,  ADevelopment Services Department Fee 
Proposal.@ 
 

C Richard McCarthy, The Paladin Group 
C Law Offices of Walter P. McNeill 
C Thomas F. Steinke, Esq. 
C Kathryn Conniff, Project Management Associates  
C MEA Attn: Julie Italiano 
C Fire Fighters Union Local 154  
C American Institute of Architects, San Diego Chapter 
C American Society of Civil Engineers 
C California Restaurant Association, San Diego Chapter 
C Construction Industry Federation 
C Consulting Engineers and Land Surveyors of California 
C Contractors State License Board 
C San Diego Regional Chamber of Commerce 
C National Spa and Pool Institute 
C San Diego Apartment Association 
C San Diego Association of Geologists 
C San Diego Board of Realtors 
C San Diego County Rock Producers Association 
C San Diego Lumber & Wood Products Association 
C San Diego Roofing Contractors Association 
C Sheet Metal & Air Conditioning Contractors Association 
C AFL-CIO Local 127 
C Associated Builders & Contractors 
C Associated General Contractors of America, San Diego Chapter 
C Building Industry Association 
C Construction Specifications Institute 
C International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 
C International Conference of Building Officials, San Diego Chapter 
C Masonry Contractors Association of San Diego County 
C National Electrical Contractors Association, San Diego Chapter 
C San Diego Council of Engineering Laboratories, c/o Law/Crandall, Inc. 
C Structural Engineers Association 



 
C Plumbing-Heating-Cooling Contractors Association 
C United Association of Plumbers and Steamfitters Local 230 

2) The following organizations were contacted by Department management and 
offered presentations on the fee proposal: 
 

C American Institute of Architects, San Diego Chapter 
C American Society of Landscape Architects 
C American Subcontractors 
C AFL-CIO Local 127 
C American Society of Civil Engineers 
C American Society of Interior Designers 
C Association of General Contractors 
C Black Contractors Association 
C Building Industry Association 
C Building Owners and Managers Association 
C California Electric Sign Association 
C Consulting Engineers and Land Surveyors 
C International Conference of Building Officials, San Diego Chapter 
C National Electric Contractors Association 
C Plumbing-Heating-Cooling Contractors Association 
C San  Diego Apartment Association 
C San Diego Association of Geologists 
C San Diego Board of Realtors 
C San Diego Municipal Employees Association 
C Structural Engineers Association of San Diego 
C San Diego County Water Authority 
C San Diego Unified School District 
C San Diego County Taxpayers Association 
C Community Planning Committee 
C San Diego Regional Chamber of Commerce 
C San Diego Fire Protection Association 
C Development Services Department Technical Advisory Committee 

 
3) An official notice was published in the San Diego Daily Transcript informing the 
public of the Department=s proposed fee changes.   
 










































